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of permits. This means that it would be obligatory even for women
to take out permits. However, I believe the Indian community will not
yield to such a law and His Lordship's views regarding Indians will
not be allowed to prevail.
MALAY LOCATION
The owners of the Stands in the Malay Location have decided to
send a deputation to Lord Selborne regarding the authority granted
to the Town Council to acquire the Location.
THE COMMISSION FROM ENGLAND
The Indian deputation will appear before this Commission at 3-15
p. m. on Tuesday, the 22nd. An account of what happens there will,
if possible, be sent in time for this issue,
Tuesday, May 22, 1906
THE INDIAN DEPUTATION BEFORE THE CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE
The Indian deputation appeared before the Constitution Committee
today. It included Mr. Abdul Gani (Chairman), Mr. Haji Ojer Ali,
Mr. Ebrahim Saleji Coovadia (Johannesburg), Mr. Ismail Patel (Klerks-
dorp), Mr. Ibrahim Khota (Heidelberg), Mr. Ibrahim Jasaat (Stander-
ton), Mr. E. M. Patel (Potchefstroom) and Mr. M, K. Gandhi. A tele-
gram was received from Mr, Haji Habib saying that he was prevented
from joining the deputation at the last minute owing to pressure of work.
A statement prepared by the deputationists was submitted to the
Commission and was hurriedly gone through by the Chairman of that
body. He then agked some questions pertaining to it and further invited
the delegates to raise any more points if any of them wanted to. In
response to this Haji Ojer Ali said that the Indians were more particular
about their general rights as British Indians than about the right of
franchise; that they were not allowed even to use the trams and had to
suffer frequent humiliation.
On the Chairman's wanting to know more about the problem, Mr*
Gandhi gave a full account of the difficulties relating to the use of trams
and added that there was another difficulty which caused greater harass-
ment to the Indians: they were not only denied the right to purchase land,
but they could not hold it in their own names ?ven for religious pur-
poses. Constant difficulties were experienced in the matter of transferring
such lands in Pretoria, Johannesburg, Heidelberg and other places. It
was a gross injustice to seek to place Indians in the same class as the
Kaffirs. There were a number of laws in the Transvaal in which the
term "Native" did not cover the Indian.
After this, the Chairman of the Commission asked the deputationists
to send to the Secretary in writing all the details about the problems of